Morning Prayer on the Thanksgiving Day
St. Andrew’s Church Zoom
November 24, 2022

We have found that muting everyone improves sound quality for all. Lectors and LEMS need to
remember to mute and unmute themselves. Please participate fully nonetheless!

Opening Sentence
Officiant:
All:
Officiant:
All:

Alleluia! I will give thanks to you, O God, with my whole heart,
in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation.
Your work is full of majesty and splendor,
and your righteousness endures for ever.
Great are your deeds, O God.
May we praise you forever!
from Psalm 111
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Hymn #291

All Good Gifts
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The Invitatory and Psalter
LEM:
All:

O God, let our mouth proclaim your praise.
And your glory all the day long.

LEM:
All:

Praise to the holy and undivided Trinity, one God:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

LEM:
All:

Creator, Redeemer, and Holy Spirit, one God
O come let us worship.

LEM:

The Collect of the Day
Almighty and gracious God, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and for
the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great bounty,
for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of your
Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Lector:

A Reading from the Prophet Joel

Joel 2:21-27

Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! Do not fear, you
animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig
tree and vine give their full yield. O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God;
for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain,
the early and the later rain, as before. The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall
overflow with wine and oil. I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the
hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. You shall eat in
plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously
with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. You shall know that I am in the
midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my people shall
never again be put to shame.
Lector:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the day

Psalm 126, Order of St. Helena Psalter

Led by Lector and read responsively, by half verse.
1 When God restored the fortunes of Zion, *
then were we like those who dream.
2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, *
and our tongue with shouts of joy.
3 Then they said among the nations, *
“God has done great things for them.”
4 God has done great things for us, *
and we are glad indeed.
5 Restore our fortunes, O God, *
like the watercourses of the Negev.
6 Those who sowed with tears *
will reap with songs of joy.
7 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, *
will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.

Lector:

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew

Matthew 6:25-33

Jesus said, "I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by
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worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in
all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which
is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you-- you of
little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, `What will we eat?' or `What will we drink?' or
`What will we wear?' For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed your
heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and
his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well."
Lector 2:
All:

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Reflection
Please share the word or phrase that strikes you, with a few words about how this
touches your life now.

Musical Reflection

All Good Gifts, from Godspell
Janet Frommer, piano; Charles Frommer, saxophone

LEM:

The Prayers
LEM:
All:
LEM:
All:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and for ever.
Amen
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This is a Mohawk version of the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address, courtesy of Six Nations
Indian Museum. Robin Wall Kemmerer describes in Braided Sweetgrass how children on the
Onandaga Reserve recite different versions of this address to begin their school day.
We have twelve petitions—we will divide number of petitions by number of willing readers and
cycle through readers.
The People
Today we have gathered and we see that the cycles of life continue. We have been given the duty
to live in balance and harmony with each other and all living things. So now, we bring our minds
together as one as we give greetings and thanks to each other as people.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Earth Mother
We are all thankful to our Mother, the Earth, for she gives us all that we need for life. She
supports our feet as we walk about upon her. It gives us joy that she continues to care for us as
she has from the beginning of time. To our mother, we send greetings and thanks.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Waters
We give thanks to all the waters of the world for quenching our thirst and providing us with
strength. Water is life. We know its power in many forms- waterfalls and rain, mists and streams,
rivers and oceans. With one mind, we send greetings and thanks to the spirit of Water.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Fish
We turn our minds to the all the Fish life in the water. They were instructed to cleanse and purify
the water. They also give themselves to us as food. We are grateful that we can still find pure
water. So, we turn now to the Fish and send our greetings and thanks.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Plants
Now we turn toward the vast fields of Plant life. As far as the eye can see, the Plants grow,
working many wonders. They sustain many life forms. With our minds gathered together, we
give thanks and look forward to seeing Plant life for many generations to come.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Food Plants
With one mind, we turn to honor and thank all the Food Plants we harvest from the garden. Since
the beginning of time, the grains, vegetables, beans and berries have helped the people survive.
Many other living things draw strength from them too. We gather all the Plant Foods together as
one and send them a greeting of thanks.
All: Now our minds are one.
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The Medicine Herbs
Now we turn to all the Medicine herbs of the world. From the beginning they were instructed to
take away sickness. They are always waiting and ready to heal us. We are happy there are still
among us those special few who remember how to use these plants for healing. With one mind,
we send greetings and thanks to the Medicines and to the keepers of the Medicines.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Animals
We gather our minds together to send greetings and thanks to all the Animal life in the world.
They have many things to teach us as people. We are honored by them when they give up their
lives so we may use their bodies as food for our people. We see them near our homes and in the
deep forests. We are glad they are still here and we hope that it will always be so.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Trees
We now turn our thoughts to the Trees. The Earth has many families of Trees who have their
own instructions and uses. Some provide us with shelter and shade, others with fruit, beauty and
other useful things. Many people of the world use a Tree as a symbol of peace and strength. With
one mind, we greet and thank the Tree life.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Birds
We put our minds together as one and thank all the Birds who move and fly about over our
heads. The Creator gave them beautiful songs. Each day they remind us to enjoy and appreciate
life. The Eagle was chosen to be their leader. To all the Birds-from the smallest to the largest-we
send our joyful greetings and thanks.
All: Now our minds are one.
The Four Winds
We are all thankful to the powers we know as the Four Winds. We hear their voices in the
moving air as they refresh us and purify the air we breathe. They help us to bring the change of
seasons. From the four directions they come, bringing us messages and giving us strength. With
one mind, we send our greetings and thanks to the Four Winds.
All: Now our minds are one.
Closing Words
We have now arrived at the place where we end our words. Of all the things we have named, it
was not our intention to leave anything out. If something was forgotten, we leave it to each
individual to send such greetings and thanks in their own way.
Pause to add thanksgivings aloud. Everyone respond to prayers with:
“Now our minds are one.”
We also thank God for being present in the midst of illness, loss, and grief . . .
for those who were injured and killed at Club Q in Colorado Springs, their families and
friends;
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for all victims of hate crimes;
for victims of natural disasters, including the earthquake in Indonesia;
for all caught up in war;
for all refugees;
for all who are missing loved ones at holiday times;
for all who have no holiday table, no home, no safety;
for those we now name;
All:

We offer all these prayers to you, O God, Source of love and healing, in gratitude
for your presence with us always, known and unknown. Amen.
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HYMN

LEVAS #148

I’m a-going to eat at the welcome table
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Blessing
Officiant:

The Wisdom of God, the Love of God, and the Grace of God strengthen you to be
Christ’s hands and heart in this world, in the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.

Dismissal
Officiant:
All:

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord (and eat well!) alleluia, alleluia!
Thanks be to God, alleluia, alleluia!

Sources of liturgy:
image https://www.alamy.com/vegetables-basket-hand-drawn-vector-illustration-autumnseason-harvest-thanksgiving-outline-symbol-wicker-pottle-with-farm-foodmonochrome-drawing-natural-gourd-eggplant-grapes-and-wheatimage328905420.html
Interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book
Mohawk version of the Haudenosaunee Thanksgiving Address
https://americanindian.si.edu/environment/pdf/01_02_Thanksgiving_Address.pdf
courtesy of: Six Nations Indian Museum and the Tracking Project All rights reserved.
Thanksgiving Address: Greetings to the Natural World English version: John Stokes and
Kanawahienton (David Benedict, Turtle Clan/Mohawk) Mohawk version: Rokwaho (Dan
Thompson, Wolf Clan/Mohawk) Original inspiration: Tekaronianekon (Jake Swamp, Wolf
Clan/Mohawk)
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