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First Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44
[For readings see: www.lectionarypage.net]

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Worship Schedule
Sunday
9:30 am Eucharist
(in-person & livestreamed)

Coffee hour (following the
service)

Monday

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
10:00 am
10:00 am
Morning
Morning
Prayer on
Prayer on
Zoom
Zoom

Friday

Saturday

Church ZOOM link: https://zoom.us/j/570270415
For those just calling in, dial: 1-646-876-9923 (enter meeting number 570270415#)
Zoom link can also be found on the website & see website for link to last week’s service

Church YouTube Livestream link for this Sunday:
https://youtu.be/W1F8qZbJQ0o
We are now live streaming the Sunday worship service
as the sound & visual quality is better than on Zoom

A PRIEST’S PONDERINGS…

Rev. Allison Moore

The first Sunday of Advent is the beginning of the Christian year. As the world is busy
shopping and contemplating cute pictures of the Holy Family with donkeys and sheep in the
stable, we hear Jesus’ warning in Matthew (the gospel for most of 2023) about the coming of
the Son of Man. Watch out. No one knows when or where or how the Son of Man will come.
“Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will be
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming.”
Question: do we want to be the one taken or the one left? My answer: Wherever Jesus
will be. And where is that? Unclear! There’s a famous line by Elizabeth Barrett Browning:
“Earth's crammed with heaven, And every common bush afire with God, But only he who sees
takes off his shoes; The rest sit round and pluck blackberries.” Since when aren’t blackberries a
gift of God?!?
Browning’s point is that we need to take off our shoes, a reference to God telling Moses
to take of his shoes because he is standing on holy ground. We are on holy ground, always!
When we fail to recognize love, we lose out. When we do love, we will be closer to Jesus,
whether that’s “taken” or “left.”
Jesus is continually inviting us to change our perspective on this world, to recognize and
nurture seeds of God’s love and not be caught up in greed, hatred, or fear. The Reign
(Kingdom, Kin/dom) of God is within us, around us, between us, breaking through sin and
sorrow with forgiveness and healing and new life. Paying attention in daily life may make us
more able to trust some dramatic manifestation of love and healing as this world becomes the
world God is creating. Expect love anywhere! Expect justice any time! Watch out!
P. S. It’s hard to read this gospel apart from the image of a rapture, a time when faithful
Christians will be “snatched away” from this world to meet Jesus in the air (see 1 Thessalonians
4). But that’s a fairly recent interpretation, developed in the United States in the early 1900’s
as a tenet of Fundamentalist Christian doctrine. It has been made more popular recently
because of the Left Behind series of books and movies. In The Prairie Home Companion, a radio
show, Garrison Keilor had fun with the idea of the rapture—all and only the Unitarians suddenly
disappeared!

ADVENT
We are not creating an online Advent calendar this year. There are a host of wonderful
resources for Advent prayer and practice however: try these and see what moves you!
Poetry of ee cummings, Mary Oliver, and others
interwoven with Scripture, reflections, images, and
prayers, at Salt Project.
Praying with Byzantine icons, for those who prefer
images to words—found on Suzanne Guthrie’s
website.
The Center for Contemplation and Action offers
daily meditations by Dominican priest Richard Rohr.
The Rev. Wilma Gaffney, Ph.D. Womanists Wading
in
the Word, reads Advent scriptures through the experiences of women of color. Gaffney is a
Biblical Scholar, Seminary Professor, and Episcopal Priest.
Musical reflections from Lutheran Summer Music for each day of Advent, 2021, but they still
work!
Advent Prayers and Reflections for Home Use… there are several copies at the back of the
church if you would like to take one home, or, here is the link: Advent Prayers

PLEDGE APPEAL
"The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
self-control," says Paul in the letter to the Galatians. How has participation in the life of St.
Andrew's helped you nurture this fruit? Sunday, December 4 during the 9:30 Eucharist you will
have a chance to share your responses in a few sentences from as many people as are willing.
The vestry hopes that in turn you will support the congregation financially with a pledge for
2023, so that we can continue to grow together.
If you haven't yet received a letter from St. Andrew's with a pledge card enclosed, please
contact Judy in the office. We will gather pledge cards on December 18. Extra pledge
cards will be available at the back of the church.

VESTRY CORNER
Vestry Update to the Congregation 11/20/22

MaryAnn Lis-Simmons, Senior Warden

The Vestry will be sharing updates on the Sunday after the Thursday, monthly meeting. We
met on November 17. The Vestry meeting is a business meeting which covers such things as
reporting that new smoke alarms are installed. The Budget for 2023 was reviewed and will be
voted on before being presented to the congregation at Annual Meeting. This concerns all of
us, as the Budget is the projection for how we will afford programming, in addition to the fixed
items such as bills and salaries. Pledging is support for what St. Andrew’s means to each of us
and requires our consideration as we enter Stewardship season. Another mention of the
December 11 event at St. John’s, Kingston: Not only is it a festive opportunity for Christmas
music by School of Rock, it is being promoted by the Ulster Deanery. Ed Puffer, MaryAnn LisSimmons, and Allison have been attending Deanery meetings of the churches in Ulster County
and have committed to supporting each other’s efforts to bring our congregations together.
There will be a youth gathering component but it is not necessary to bring children, or older
youths. Donations for the Warmth Centers are listed in the Parish email.

UTO - UNITED THANK OFFERING
Last Sunday, 20 Blue Boxes were brought to church for St. Andrew’s United
Thank Offering Ingathering for 2022. If you still have a Blue Box at home, you
can bring it to the church during office hours or to church this Sunday.
I will have a complete report of what St. Andrew’s raised in 2022 in next
week’s church e-mail.
Thank you to everyone who continues to support and make the UTO Blue Box ministry
an integral part of your life every year. Your faithful and loving commitment has been a gift of
love expanding our church’s mission in this needy world.

“With Joyful and grateful Hearts, Let Us Give Thanks”
- Charlene Wynkoop

THANKSGIVING

Thanksgiving Day Worship Service…10:00 am on ZOOM
(Church ZOOM link: https://zoom.us/j/570270415)
LEMS, Lectors/Readers needed… contact church office if you would like to participate.

Pies for Free Fresh Food on November 27
Pies Needed!
On Sunday, November 27, from 1-3 pm, the Methodist
Church is offering "Shepherd Pies" for distribution at Free Fresh
Food The Lutherans are bringing coffee and hot cider, under
tents. St. Andrew's can bring either slices of pie for people to
have pie and coffee, and/or bring pies for people to take
home. This Thanksgiving event is being advertised to the
community and to the students on the SUNY New Paltz campus.

Weekly…
Sunday School first and third Sundays of each month, 10:45 – 12 noon at Redeemer Lutheran
Church. Next Sunday School is Sunday, December 4.
Bible Study, weekly discussion of the gospel appointed for the Sunday at 8:30 am on Zoom and
in person at the vicarage.
Friday discussion group 10:30 – 12 noon on Zoom. We will discuss Enduring Grace, by Carol
Flinders.
BODY & SOUL – The Tuesday Book Group (every other week – next November 29)
…A Brown Bag Lunch with Conversation and Spiritual Reflection, Tuesdays, 12:30 – 2:00 pm, on
Zoom. All welcome. The group is reading Marigold and Rose by Louise Gluck.

LAY MINISTER SCHEDULE FOR THIS SUNDAY (November 27)
LEM: ...................................... Jen Cutter
Acolyte: .................................... Emily Bishop
Lector: ...................................... Annette Johnson
Usher: ...................................... David Slingerland
Altar Guild: ............................... Susan Piowaty
Organist: ................................... Janet Salt Frommer
Coffee Hour: ............................. Charlene Wynkoop

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NEW YORK
Report on the 246th Diocesan Convention (November 11-12 in Tarrytown).
To watch videos of the bishop’s address and other speakers and to read about the resolutions
that passed, and more, see:
https://dioceseny.org/246th-convention-report/

COMBATING HATRED, FOSTERING CHANGE
A Series of Programs at Elting Memorial Library
Dec. 1, 5:00 p.m. – The Roots of Antisemitism, A lecture by Rabbi William Strongin
(Registration required: frontdesk@eltinglibrary.org)
See details at eltinglibrary.org or on flyers on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall.

RURAL & MIGRANT MINISTRY DONATION OF
CHRISTMAS TOYS
Donate new and unwrapped toys with the original price tag on
them or money for Kappa Waugh to buy toys for the toy store
we support each year for rural and farmworking families to be
able to purchase toys and clothes for their children at a greatly
discounted price. This enables the parents to live in the dignity
of being able to purchase a gift. In turn, the proceeds help to
cover the cost of a Holiday Celebration meal for the families
and support the Daughters of Sarah as they take an annual
education retreat.
Gifts must be new, unwrapped, with the original price tag on them.
Wish list: Sports Equipment (basketball and soccer items preferred), dolls, books, board
games, toys, clothes (socks, earmuffs, hats, gloves), crafts, gift cards ($10 - $20). Please
donate toys for elementary, middle & high school children.
Toys, characters and books that embrace and celebrate the cultural beauty and diversity of our
community are preferred.
Donations of gifts or cash must be gotten to Kappa by December 11th so that Kappa can get
everything to Rural & Migrant Ministry in time for the sale.

TRASH 2 TREASURE
Amanda Crowell and Alex Jakubowski will be hosting their Trash 2 Treasure free market at their
home in Pine Bush this weekend, Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

AIDS QUILT IN KINGSTON on World AIDS Day
Thursday, December 1st from 5:30 to 7:30pm, 300 Wall Street, Kingston NY 12401

ST. ANDREW’S PARISH HALL
AVAILABLE FOR RENTAL TO NON-PROFITS
Tell your friends… spread the word!
Parish Hall available for weekly, monthly or occasional
rental to non-profit organizations and individuals.
Approximate space 30 x 22 feet plus kitchen. Call 845-2555098 or email standrewnp@hvi.net for details.

HOLIDAY HOOPLA WINTER CARNIVAL
Hello, everyone! We are gearing up for another community celebration to bring people
together and add some light and levity to what can be a difficult season for some. Please help
us spread the word and join us!
We are confirming with a few local food vendors that will have food for purchase in addition to
our nearby warming station in the church hall at St. Joseph's Church where we will have free
hot chocolate, coffee, tea, assorted snacks, and arts & crafts for children.
The Holiday Hoopla Winter Carnival is excited to have DJ Jay Smooth as Emcee along with music
performances by the Jim Decker Band, New Paltz Middle School Chorus, Resisterhood
Community Choir & Bloom, and David Chapman Music.
Facebook: https://bit.ly/NewPaltzHolidayHoopla2022

For more information and to register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XHdWYp1ERd2hcUzcpIj1bQ

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR/OFFICE HOURS

Church Office Hours
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24th
FOR THANKSGIVING
If you need to reach someone when the office is closed, contact The Rev. Allison Moore at 845633-8272 or by email to standrewsrev@gmail.com; MaryAnn Lis-Simmons, Senior Warden at
845-616-7029; or Martin Bend, Junior Warden at 845-423-9666.

THANK YOU to all those who served at St. Andrew’s this week, especially Rae, Ella,
Abby, Christy, Jen, Valerie, Janet, Charles, Alex, and Amanda. Thank you to those who continue
to help with the food pantry and the free fresh food project, those who tend to the grounds of
the church and vicarage.

ON-GOING EVENTS, MEETINGS, ETC.
SUNY Ulster Food Pantry
“POP-UP” FREE FRESH FOOD!

Tops Supermarket Food Ministry
Ascension Holy Trinity Mission Center
Monthly Taize Worship
Companions of Mary the Apostle
Andy’s Peeps

Wednesdays, 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Free Fresh Food 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 1st Sundays:
Reformed Church of New Paltz; 2nd Sundays:
Redeemer Lutheran Church; 3rd Sundays: St.
Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 163 Main Street; 4th
Sundays: United Methodist Church; 5th
Sundays: St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 163
Main Street
Sunday mornings: Pick up food; Speak with Kappa
or Jane; Community Service hours available.
Food & clothing always needed. Wed. 10:00 a.m.
- noon & 6-8 pm; Saturdays 10:00-noon.
New Paltz United Methodist Church, third
Wednesday of each month, 7:00 p.m.
Bible Conversation and Prayers, Fridays, 9:00 am
Online forum for St. Andrew’s community to
share scripture, music, readings, etc.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/andyspeeps/

St. Andrew’s Website (www.standrewnp.org)
Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/standrewsnp/)

Our Parish Prayer List:
We continue to pray for E.J., George, Charles, Larry, Barbara, Kathleen, Neil, Helen, Robert,
Sheila, Linda, Hannah, Ingrid, Paisley, Louise, DuSean, Floyd, Lisa, Mary, Matthew, Caroline,
Angela, Susan, Alekhana, Josie, Bill, Wendy, Lisa, Bob, Kit, Tom, Emily.

